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latest plays included the two parts of Henry IV and Heny V

and Jonson's Every Man in Ms Humour. To these were soon
added Jonson's Every Man out of his Humour, Shakespeare's
/is You Like It, and Julius Caesar.

The competition with the Admiral's Men now became
acute. Even while the Chamberlain's Men were separated
by the river and the City, there had been some feeling,
but now that die two Companies were playing side by
side the Admiral*s Men soon felt the effects. Accordingly,
in October, they set their dramatists to work to provide
a counter-attraction. This was a new and more or less
true version of the story of Sir John Oldcastle.

The play was put on for the first time on ist November,
and Henslowe, to show his appreciation, awarded the
players ten shillings as a gift. It was, however, soon ob-
vious that the competition of the Chamberlain's Men
would be too much for the Admiral's, and Alleyn decided
to build a new theatre north of the river in the parish of
St. Giles. There were many vexatious delays, but ulti-
mately, late in 1600, the new playhouse called the Fortune
was finished and opened,

In the autumn of 1^99 both Admiral's and Chamber-
lain's Men began to suffer from a new rival. William
Stanley, Earl of Derby, was an enthusiastic amateur of *
plays. In November, at considerable cost, he revived the
Company of the Children of Paul's. The children of the
choir of St. Paul's Cathedral had not attempted to pro-
duce plays for the last nine years, but now the Earl of
Derby set them going again, and John Marston, a young
barrister who had recently distinguished himself as a vira-